
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 
NOVEMBER 

16 November—Walking group 
Wombat Bend 

18 November—Discussion Group 
by Zoom 

23 November—Creative Pursuits & 
Garden Appreciation 
Lunching Maranoa Gardens 

24 November—Investors group 
by Zoom 

26 November—Book Groups 1 & 2 

1 December—Committee meeting 
Greenacres Golf Club 

3 December—Solo Group 
Christmas in Wattle Park 

7 December—Scrabble Group 
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Ron’s Rambles 
Many of our loyal members have taken the opportunity to 
escape the “Ring of Steel”.  Whether it be to attend to gar-
dening and maintenance issues at your holiday houses, or 
simply to break free and at last get away from suburbia.  
Peggy and I visited her sister in Torquay on Friday, having 
not seen her for four months.  We then headed for 
Marysville over the weekend.    

So, it feels like the club is “firing up” again, and an exciting 
time for us all is assured in 2021.  You have all been very pa-
tient through necessity more than anything else, with the 
need to stay healthy and well our top priority. 

A number of our smaller groups are planning Christmas get 
togethers over the next month or so, as we plan the 
Greenacres and Old England lunches referred to in the last 
newsletter.  Cath and Judy (who is home at last, hooray), are 
busy planning our outings for next year, so an exciting time 
is coming up in the year ahead.  

My thanks to all our Convenors for presenting to us so well 
at our General Meeting.  
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General meeting 

Minutes of General Meeting Tuesday  
10 November 2020 via ZOOM  

The President, Ron Johnson opened the Zoom 
meeting at 10.05 am 

Attendees.  

Circa 33 members were in attendance. 

Apologies. 

Peter Harman, Anne Harman, Phil and Kathy Pitsikas, 
Judy Brophy, Ros Sinclair, Mike Sinclair, John Astle, 
Sue Astle, Denise Powell, Jan Coffey, June Caithness, 
Merilyn Newnham, Vivienne Newman, Barbara 
Mathews, Meredith Daniel and Angela Johns. 

Ron then handed over to Russ who provided us with 
a Melbourne University link up with the eminent 
world-renowned physician and immunologist Dr. 
Fauci (from the USA).  The title of the presentation 
was CONVERSATIONS ON COVID-19. THE GLOBAL 
VIEW. 

He drew the question of the “New Normal” since the 
outset of the virus in December, 2019. He spoke of 
the hope of a vaccine by mid-2021 where life as we 
knew it (theatres, sporting venues, restaurants, edu-
cation and the workplace etc.) may ultimately re 
open without restrictions. He continued to explain 
that the “new normal” may be significantly different 
from that which we once knew. He stressed the seri-
ousness of this particular virus and its effects on 

many aspects of life and human interaction.  We 
were joined by Dr. Sharon Lewin, Australian infec-
tious disease physician and Inaugural Director of the 
Doherty Institute. She talked about immunity, HIV 
and COVID, challenges involved with vaccines, posi-
tive and negative aspects of the COVID-19 experi-
ence. 

We left the presentation just after a question and 
answer type segment where discussion involved atti-
tudes, such as the communities ‘general skepticism 
towards vaccines’ and whether or not a vaccine 
would be made available to (or shared equally) to 
both rich and poor nations.   

Our General Meeting continued. 

Minutes: 

Ron then asked for the Minutes of the last General 
meeting to be accepted.  Moved Ron and seconded 
by Russ.  Passed. 

The Committee members were then called upon to 
deliver their respective reports.  Although these re-
ports have been comprehensively dealt with in the 
Newsletter (Grey Matter). Committee members were 
given the opportunity for a personal input. 

Correspondence 

Marty delivered his report referring to his notes al-
ready in the Committee Report in Issue 34 of Grey 
Matter. There was no new correspondence.  

Treasurer’s Report 

In Phil’s absence, Ron handled this item and referred 
members to the Newsletter Issue 34 of Grey Matter. 

Chresley moved that the figures as presented be 
accepted. Seconded by Charlie. Passed.  

Membership Report 

In the absence of Peter, Ron attended to this and 
referred to details contained in Issue 34 of Grey 
Matter. Registered membership at the end of Octo-
ber was 113. 

For those who wish to view the full discussion the 
link is: 

https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/watch-
episode-1-conversations-on-covid-19-a-global-view 

https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/watch-episode-1-conversations-on-covid-19-a-global-view
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/watch-episode-1-conversations-on-covid-19-a-global-view
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Welfare Report 

As above, most has already been covered in Grey 
Matter.  Veronica gave us an up to date report and 
added some detail as to the progress of both Judy 
Brophy and Phil Pitsikas.  

Newsletter Report 

Russ basically stated that he could not add anything 
which has not already been dealt with in the News-
letter.  All going well.  He stressed that because of 
imminent Alpaca shearing there will be an interval to 
the weekly production of Grey Matter (week begin-
ning 30th November). 

Russ is wanting all contributions for Grey Matter for 
week beginning 23rd November to be sent to him AS 
EARLY AS POSSIBLE. By Thursday 19th at the latest. 

The slowness of Australia Post was also mentioned. 

Outings and Activities Report 

Cathy delivered this report. 
Three more couples have 
signed up for the Silo Trip in 
2021. Also, the Ultimate In-
dulgence trip will go ahead 
(in 2021). Possibly as late as 
October. A date has not yet 
been set.  Cathy then continued to outline many trip 
opportunities in the pipeline for 2021, both day tours 
and overnight ones. Her list was extensive. She sug-
gested that members avail themselves of the web-
site “Group Link” and report back if there is some-
thing in particular which appeals. 

Other Business 

Here all convenors were given a chance to say a few 
words: 

Barbara Mathews (Theatre)  
Ron spoke in Barbara’s absence.  Barbara is looking 
forward to organizing shows in 2021. 

Ron also said that Meredith Daniel (Dine Outs) is 
also looking forward to the new year and many get 
togethers. 

Joan Teele (Book Group 2) & 
Film luncheons at the Palace 
theatre) 
Joan reported that Zoom 
meetings have gone well.  
The Book group picnic will be 
held on December 17th. First 
book to be read in 2021 will be “The Survivors” by 
Jane Harper. 

Patricia Noseda (Book Group 1) 
Patricia mentioned that the meetings this year had 
been via Zoom and that this group had made great 
advancements with their computer skills. Russ and 
the committee were thanked for their efforts here. 
The finding of a physical meeting place is the plan for 
2021. 

Glenys Chalk (Scrabble) 
The usual number required 
to hold this activity is 8. More 
people are welcome to join 
in.  It is hoped the group can 
be together again come De-
cember.  Glenys thanked the 
committee for their efforts 
throughout the year. 

Denise Powell (Solo) 
It was passed on that the Solo Christmas celebration 
is to be held at Wattle Park on December 3rd  

Ann Price (Canasta) 
Ann said the Canasta group 
meets on Wednesday eve-
nings. A Christmas break up 
is being organized.  Ann 
thanked the committee for 
their sterling efforts.  ALL 
THIS PRAISE…I DON’T KNOW! 

Roy Price (Discussion Group) 
Roy went through all the topics he had covered since 
the incarnation of this group and left us with our 
tongues hanging out for 
more (when he casually men-
tioned the Harp hotel).  From 
me, “what a fantastic effort 
Roy. I personally love it. Your 
efforts have been superla-
tive”. 

Charlie Boschetti (Investment Group) 
Charlie gave us a brief history of this group and the 
many venues at which meetings have been held 
since its inception.  I did not 
have the temerity to ask 
whether they had ever de-
faulted on their rent pay-
ments. 
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Welfare Report 

Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

Surely not? 

Ros Sinclair (Gardening Appreciation) 
Plans for 2021 are proceeding nicely.  This group will 
have their Christmas celebration in Maranoa Botanic 
Gardens on Monday, November 23rd. It will be a BYO 
Lunch and will be a joint celebration with the Crea-
tive Pursuits group. 

Angela Johns (Sunday lunches) was unable to attend 
the meeting but is also looking forward to meeting 
again with us in the new year. 

Elaine Provan (Creative Pursuits) 
Ron spoke in Elaine’s absence. Refer above 
(Gardening Appreciation). 

John Astle (Walking Group) 
Russ spoke in John’s absence.  There is a walk on 
Monday, November 16th at 10 a.m. in Finns Reserve, 
Templestowe. See Grey Matter.  John has many 
walks in the planning stage ready to go in 2021.  

Peter Ogier inquired as to the Trivia Quiz.  No further 
quiz is planned at this stage given that outside activi-
ties are set to resume.  

The meeting concluded at  
11.15 am. 

Next General Meeting via ZOOM 
will be at 10 am December 8th   

Two Irishmen were working for Dundee City Council 

public works department.  One would dig a hole and 

the other would follow behind him and fill the hole 

in.  They worked up one side of the street, then 

down the other, then moved on to the next street, 

working furiously all day without rest, one man dig-

ging a hole, the other filling it in again. 

An onlooker was amazed at their hard work, but 

couldn't understand what they were doing.  So he 

asked the hole digger, “I'm impressed by the effort 

you two are putting in to your work, but I don't get 

it -- why do you dig a hole, only to have your partner 

follow behind and fill it up again?” 

The hole digger wiped his brow and sighed, “Well, I 

suppose it probably looks odd because we're nor-

mally a three-person team.  But today the lad who 

plants the trees called in sick.” 

Judy Brophy is home at last after 4 long weeks in 
hospital and is very happy to be reunited with her 
dogs [and of course John], but he at least was able to 
visit her in hospital!!!  We wish her well and hope 
her recovery will straightforward from here. 

Angie Randall [one of our new members] had a knee 
replacement at the Avenue Hospital recently.  Our 
best wishes for a speedy and uneventful recovery to 
her also. 

I hope everyone else is going well and rejoicing in 
our good double doughnut numbers and the hope 
we can soon have some more restrictions lifted. 

Keep well and safe 
With very best wishes. 

Veronica 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
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Our thanks to Boroondara for their support 

of our club 

and its activ-

This Week 
16 November—Walking Group 

meeting 10:00am, Wombat Bend 

18 November—Discussion Group 
by Zoom 

Walking for enjoyment 

3rd Monday—16 November  10:00am 

Welcome Back from Hibernation. 

It’s time to get out of hibernation and start to get 
back together—so a walk along the river is just the 
thing. 

COVID restrictions only allow groups of 10 outside so 
multiple groups, with masks, will be the way to go.  
Each group will be walking in a different direction so 
we won’t offend against the rules. —— Finns Reserve 
to View Bank or to Westerfolds Park, Templestowe. 
Meet in the car park at the river end of Duncan St 
Templestowe (Wombat Bend Playspace). 
Please note there’s a steep incline near the start of 
walk. 
Melway 33 B4 
Coffee at Templestowe 
Convenor and Leader: John Astle  

Discussion—Online 
learning 

3rd Wednesday (during COVID restrictions) —  

18 November by Zoom 11:00am 

To finalise WIN 10 OS, the presentation will 
be a real time demo. of some of the Oct 21 
slideshow Windows 10 repair and recovery 
options. 

An extra part will be via Powerpoint on the 
recovery of a non-operable drive (which just 
happened to a USB drive on my system.) and 
covers WIN 10 on board solutions and 3rd 
party recovery software. 

Zoom access detail will be emailed on  
Tuesday 17 November. 

Convenor:  Roy Price 

Did you know 
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Book Groups 

Solo 

Scrabble 
1st Monday—Monday 7 December 

The scrabble group will be meeting and playing 
again!  Monday 7th December at 12noon for lunch 
followed by a game. 
Please contact the host, Elaine Provan, by Friday 4 
December to confirm your attendance. 
Convenor:  Glenys Chalk. 

1st Thursday—Thursday 3 December 

The Solo will celebrate Christmas at Wattle Park on 
Thursday 3 December. 

Details will follow. 

Convenor:  Denise Powell 

4th Thursday—Thursday 

26 November,  2:00pm 

November reads for the 
book groups are: 

Book Group 1:  
“Metropolis” by Phillip 
Kerr—the 14th, and final, 
Bernie Gunther thriller. 

Book Group 2:   
“Bruny” by Heather 
Rose—why has the bridge 
to Bruny Island been 
blown up?. 

 

As there won’t be a Grey Matter Weekly for the week 30 
Nov—6 Dec, convenors and members wishing to com-
municate with members for activities etc. during that 

week please ensure that details are received by Russ no 
later than 19 November so they can be included in the 

issue for the period 23—29 November 
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Supporting community activities within the City of 
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising. 

Investors 

Garden Appreciation & 
Creative Pursuits 
3rd Thursday / 4th Monday— 
Monday 23 November  12:30pm 

Lunch in the park. 

A fitting finale to a year 
that was (or wasn’t). 

As outside social gather-
ings are now allowed to 
up to 50 people, the Gar-
den Appreciation and Creative Pursuits groups will 
gather in Maranoa Botanic Gardens at 12:30 pm. on 
Monday 23 November for a light but fun Christmas 
lunch.  Bring you own eats and drinks.  (Chairs might 
be a good idea too). 

The activity will be Christmas meeting and 2020 final 
activity for each group. 

Convenors:   
Elaine Provan (Creative 
Pursuits) 
Ros Sinclair (Garden Ap-
preciation) 

4th Tuesday—Tuesday 24 November, 7:30pm  
by Zoom 

The investors group will again gather via Zoom to 
review the state of their “portfolio”. 

As COVID restrictions are expected to have eased 
further, the investors are optimistic that the value 
overall will have ‘gone through the roof’.  They really 
are an optimistic group. 

Convenors:  Charlie Boschetti 

Zen teaching: 
If you lend someone $20 and never see that 
person again, it was probably well worth it. 

http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-Best-Italian-Shoes.mp4
http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-school-reunion.mp4
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Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.   

Marty’s Playground 
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?  
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 34 of Grey Matter  

1. J. R. R. Tolkien 1892 – 1973  The Hobbit (1937) 
ch.12 

2. Paul Tillich 1886 – 1965 The Courage To Be 
(1952) pt. 2, ch. 3.       

3. Oscar Wilde 1854 – 1900 The importance of 
being Earnest (1895) act 1. 

4. Cardinal Wolsey (c. 1475 – 1530) In George 
Cavendish Negotiations of Thomas Wolsey 
(1641) p. 108 

  Now find out who is responsible for these.  
1. Trivial personalities decomposing in the 

eternity of print. 

2. Unprofitably travelling toward the grave. 

3. Addresses are given to us to conceal our 
whereabouts. 

4. We all know that Prime Ministers are wedded 
to the truth, but like other married couples 
they sometimes live apart. 

Did I read 
that 
headline 
correctly? 
KIDS MAKE 
NUTRICIOUS SNACKS 

Do they taste like chicken? 

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS CUT IN 
HALF 

Chainsaw Massacre all 
over again. 

HOSPITALS ARE SUED 
BY 7 FOOT DOCTORS 

Boy, are they tall! 

Trump That ! 

TYPHOON RIPS THROUGH CEMETARY; 
HUNDREDS DEAD 

Did I read that headline correctly? 

BRAIN TEASERS 
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.9 through 16 

9. Short of breath 
10. Man in the Moon 
11. Button up your overcoat 
12. She’s at the end of her rope 
13. Overseas operator 
14. Just between you and me 
15. Football 
16. History repeats itself 

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to 
scrutiny. Some I have no answer for.  If you have another 
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M. 
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the 
next issue of Grey Matter.   

Now try the next block Nos. 1 
through 8 

But I don’t wanna go! 

http://apollobay.org.au/images/VID-i-dont-wannna-go.MP4

